
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Thank you to all GPAG artists, sponsors, volunteers and supporters for creating a 
great year of public art for Gibsons!
 Attendance is up, more local businesses are sponsoring exhibitions, and the art 
and the public space and service we provide have received much praise from the 
community and visitors from afar.
 Our new annual exhibition brochure now serves as an excellent summary of our 
artist exhibition year. Thanks to last year’s ArtsVest program, and the work of Gal-
lery Manager Michael Aze, we have a much improved system for encouraging and 
acknowledging the support of exhibition sponsors. The draft 2019 brochure is now 
available, with room for adding sponsor logos.
 It’s incredible to think what GPAG has accomplished without any contributions 
from the BC or Canada art councils! What could we achieve if these major fund-
ing organizations supported our work? GPAG would like to attract provincial and 
federal investment for public art in our community, and we’ve updated the Gallery’s 
profile to make sure that we are capable of meeting all eligibility requirements. The 
next step is to find that perfect project that will convince these funding councils 
that GPAG is worthy of their attention and aid.
 A special thank you to the Directors that are completing their terms of Board 
service! Pat and Murray Drope are two founding members, and have served the 
Gallery ever since as leaders and on call helpers of…everything! Joan Fallis has 
played an integral role in managing the Gallery’s finances. Jeannie Harlow helped 
setup the Gift Shop, led as President, assisted with the creation of our bylaws, 
and has helped facilitate our exhibition selection jury process. Louise McKelvie 
has taken on secretary duties and managed events. We are fortunate to have this 
help on our administrative team and are pleased that they’ve agreed to continue 
to assist with their skills and experience as members of an Advisory Board and as 
GPAG volunteers.

2017-2018 ANNUAL REPORT

Eve Smart, GPAG Legacy Benefactor

EXHIBITIONS
- see 2018 Exhibition brochure -

CLASSES
Jane Hennessy, Shelley Rothenburger - life drawing class: Mar 10
Zaffi Green - collage, toys, stand-up comedy classes for kids: Mar 19-23
Hiroshi Shimazaki - travel sketching workshops: Jun 9, 16 and Jul 28, Aug 4
Bruce Edwards - drawing and painting for kids: Jul 30-Aug 2 and Aug 7-10

COMMUNITY EVENTS
Raconteur Nights: Sep 20, Oct 24, Mar 27
Sponsor Night and 2018 Season Launch: Oct 13
Town of Gibsons town meetings: Oct 25, Nov 14, Dec 6, Jan 30, Apr 18
AGM: Oct 28
Gibsons Landing Tree Lighting Ceremony: Nov 24
Suzanne Biden Celebration: Nov 28-Dec 3
Landing Artists - A Festive Landing: Dec 5-23 
Christmas Carol Fest: Dec 22
Town of Gibsons banner display: Jan 12-14 
Gibsons Landing Spring Fling: April 2 
Kevin McEvoy lithograph workshop: Apr 22 
Barb Higgins reading: May 1
Barbara Lazara: May 25 (rental)
Joah Lui and Sandy Buck Q and A: Jun 29
Canada Day Bag of Books sale: Jul 1
SC Astronomy Club open house: Jul 21
John McGie, Chair Series (rental): Jul 21
Two Thistles and a Rose, celtic music: Aug 12, 19, Oct 20
Lynne Urquhart Band (rental): Aug 17 
Ampersand panel discussion: Aug 18
Music in the Landing: Aug 25

TOTAL VISITORS (FROM SEP 2017-AUG 2018): 16,345

GPAG is located within the unceded territory of the Sḵwx̱ wú7mesh Nation.

MP Pamela Goldsmith-Jones and GPAG summer 
student Lauren Iverson.

Artist Susan Furze



CURATORIAL VISION
GPAG is in the process of refining a curatorial vision that em-
phasizes the continuous need for diversity (disciplines, themes, 
subjects and artist backgrounds), balance (local vs. extrinsic), 
quality & innovation, and support for indigenous art. The Board 
has appointed an Exhibition Design Team to advise how to adapt 
our current exhibition selection process to achieve these goals.

FINANCES
This was a banner year for GPAG, with revenue of $136,000 and 
operating expenses of $134,000. This operating surplus was a first 
for us and was due in part to the wonderful support of our many 
sponsors, and the matching funds from the “ArtsVest” program. 
 We also received generous grants from The Town of Gibsons, 
the Sunshine Coast Cultural Foundation, the SCRD and a substan-
tial sponsorship from the Sunshine Coast Credit Union in support 
of our children’s and youth art programs. We are most grateful for 
the continued support from the Town of Gibsons and the SCRD in 
providing grants in aid of our many community based activities.
 Our gift shop and gallery sales have remained strong along 
with the variety and quality of the items for sale provided by our 
talented local artisans. We have been able to pay out in excess of 
$38,000 to local artists during the year.
 Without an ArtsVest boost inline for 2019, the Gallery must now 
begin to set and achieve significant fundraising goals to sustain 
fiscal balance.
 Our financial statements have been prepared by Nelson Alvarez 
& Company Ltd. Copies are available to all. Please do not hesitate 
to contact me with any questions you may have. 
Sincere thanks to our members and hard-working volunteers 
whose efforts make it possible to provide valuable programs and 
services to our community.

Joan Fallis, Treasurer

VOLUNTEERS
As of September of this year we have 38 Volunteers who help 
run the front desk. Volunteers perform a myriad of tasks around 
the Gallery, including opening and closing, greeting visitors, and 
preparing gifts shop sales receipts.
 There are approximately 18 Volunteers who help out with the 
hospitality side of our monthly receptions. Of special note is Suzanne 
Pemberton who oversees the running of the kitchen. Also of note 
is an amazing crew of exhibition installers, people who help with 

everything from graphics, to posting notices, to painting walls. 
 Not to forget our Board members who are also volunteers. Be-
sides sitting on the Board, most of them help out in many other 
aspects of the running of the Gallery. Pat and Murray Drope unfail-
ingly step in to help with every aspect of the running of the Gal-
lery. Joan Fallis our treasurer continues to sort through all of our 
miscalculations and boo boos. Pat Bean does an awesome job of 
managing the Gift Shop. Last but not least, Stewart Stinson our 
amazing President who holds it all together. 
 On May 8, our Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon was held at 
Leo’s Restaurant in Lower Gibsons.  In total 31 Volunteers at-
tended and as usual the food was delicious and a good time was 
had by all.
 On July 1st, ten volunteers came forward to help with our yearly 
‘Bag of Books’ sale. It was another great success.  
 I would like to extend a huge THANK YOU to all of the above 
Volunteers. Without your help the Gibsons Public Art Gallery would 
not exist.

RoseAnn Janzen, Volunteer Coordinator

SUPER DONOR
A special thank you to Marilyn McElheran, a GPAG fan in Calgary, 
who has donated $1000.00 to GPAG every year for the past sev-
eral years!

GOVERNANCE
This will be the first year that term limits come into effect from the 
GPAG Bylaws, approved at the 2014 AGM. Director membership 
on the Board is defined as up to two consecutive terms (four years 
total, followed by a minimum of one year break of service). The 
GPAG Board of Directors has created a GPAG Advisory Board to 
help support the work of the Board and Gallery Manager. Stewart 
Stinson has agreed to continue to serve on the Board for the next 
year as the Past President Director.
 The Board is pleased to present four new nominees for con-
sideration for Board of Directors:

Christopher Kelly: current proprietor of a local farm & farm stand, 
serving on the Gibsons Public Market Board of Directors, with a 
background in visual arts.

Julian Alphilbert: background in consumer/retail management 
and performing arts, current manager of the Sunshine Coast 
Community Services thrift store in Gibsons.

Derek von Essen: GPAG exhibiting artist & volunteer, and an active 
graphic designer.

Wendy McGregor: Recent GPAG member and volunteer, newly 
retired to the Coast, with a background in corporate communica-
tions and non-profit work.

BUILDING & PROPERTY
Over the past year the Gallery has received many compliments 
on the appearance of our building and the addition of the First 
Nations art around the outside. GPAG has never looked better!
 A recent leak around our rooftop heating and air unit has proven 
to be an advantageous time to proceed with the planned replace-
ment of the original building HVAC. Fortunately, this repair was 
anticipated in the financial planning of the Eve Smart legacy. It 

will be interesting to see if this new HVAC system will lower our 
building’s energy consumption!
 And on the subject of energy, the Gallery is looking at the pos-
sibility of turning the Gallery rooftop into a solar power installation. 
Imagine a sun powered off grid art gallery! There are many ways 
that the Gallery can continue to adapt our building and property 
for our work in the community.
 At times of peak traffic, Gallery users often arrive to find all of our 
parking spaces taken up by the customers of neighbourhood busi-
nesses. This will be an ongoing challenge for us as the town grows.
 Thank you to Murray Drope for keeping the building and lot in 
good order, and to Suzanne Pemberton and other volunteers who 
help out with garden and property care.

GIFT SHOP
As always, it is a privilege to liaise with over 50 talented local art-
ists whose work is showcased in the GPAG Gift Shop. The quality 
and variety of their items continues to be of the highest calibre. 
Through Gift Shops sales this year of close to $25,000, the Gal-
lery will have generated well over $15,000 for member artists and 
essential funding for our work in the community! Thank you to 
Susan Janzen, whose administration expertise is invaluable. Ku-
dos to all of the desk volunteers whose friendly greetings make 
the Gallery and Gift Shop a welcome space. Also to Joan Fallis 
whose promptness expediting cheques to artists is appreciated. 
As the funds generated by the Gift Shop help fund the Gallery, 
please consider us the next time you are looking for a special gift 
or a treat for yourself. Thank you.

Pat Bean, Gift Shop Volunteer Manager 

GRANTS 2018
The Fine Art of Repair:  The Sunshine Coast Community Foun-
dation, Town of Gibsons and SCRD have funded GPAG to host a 
series of repair craft workshops, with the assistance of the repair 
craft mentors at the local Sunshine Coast repair cafe. These are 
planned as evening sessions on the last Tuesday of the month of 
November 2018 and January, February, March 2019.

Online Upgrade: The Town of Gibsons and SCRD are funding a 
software and website design upgrade to make the digital world a 
little more friendly and accessible for Gallery administration. Gal-
lery computers are now updated and the website upgrades will 
be completed this winter.

GPAG 
REG. NON- PROFIT SOCIETY #S-46452
431 Marine Drive
PO BOX 1576
Gibsons BC, V0N 1V0
Website: www.gpag.ca
e-mail: info@gpag.ca
TEL 604.886.2704
Gallery Hours:  Thurs - Mon, 11AM - 4PM
CLOSED TUES AND WED

2017-18 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
PRESIDENT: Stewart Stinson
TREASURER: Joan Fallis
DIRECTORS: Pat Bean, Pat Drope, Murray Drope,  
Jeannie Harlow, Louise McKelvie, Giorgio Magnanensi,  
Greg Bellerby, and Kristjana Gunnars 

ADMINISTRATIVE TEAM
GALLERY MANAGER: Michael Aze
VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR: Rose Ann Janzen
GIFT SHOP MANAGER: Pat Bean
BOOKKEEPER/MEMBERSHIP COORDINATOR:  
Susan Janzen
PROPERTY MANAGER: Murray Drope
HOSPITALITY: Suzanne Pemberton
DESIGN AND BRANDING: Derek von Essen, Janine Prevost
PHOTOGRAPHY: Andrea Coates, Paul Clancy, Paula O’Brien, 
Rick Jespersen
LIBRARIAN: Zaffi Green
WEBSITE: Mainstay Computing
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT: Alvarez & Co.
CURATORIAL TEAM JURY: Pat Bean, Greg Bellerby,  
Bob Hogg, Lisa McKay, Ian MacLeod, Christy Sverre  
(coordinated by Jeannie Harlow)

Thank you to all who contribute to our public art gallery!


